A 

SERMON 

Prcach'd  nt  the 

Parifli-Church 

0  F 

St.  jfames's  tVeJIminJler, 

O  N 
Sunday  the  |  oth  of  January,   1708. 


By  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
CHARLES,  Lord  Bifliop  oiKorwich, 
At  his  taking  his  Leave  of  the  faid  Parish. 


Pulflijhed  at  the  Repefi  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Vejtry. 


LONDON: 

-Printed  for  Tho.  Chapman,  at  th^J^gel 
in  Pall-maliy  over-againft  St.  Jameses 
Square^     ^7^9* 


I 


Cou  C.A.  v.6^  7. 


>  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Chrifi  Jep^  the  Lord^ 
fo  tvalk  ye  in  hirh : 
Rooted  and  built  up  in  him^  and  Jiablijhed  in  the 
Faith  y  as  ye  have  been  taught^  ahounding  therein 
with  Thanksgiving. 

^  TT  N  th«  beginsing  of  this  Ejiiftle,  St.  Taul  ex- 

I       preffes  the  great  Satisfadion  he  had   in  the 

■       Account  which  Epaphras  gave  him  of  the  Co- 

^  JL.     loffians  *  Faitb  in  Cbrifi^  and  their  Love  to  all 

^  the  Saints  ;    That  the  Word  of  the  Truth  of  the 

;*  Gofpel  was  not  only  come  unto  them,  but  brought 

forth  Fruit  in  them^  fmce  the  Day  they  heard  of  it, 

J  and  knew  the  Grace  of  God  in  Truth-    And  that  he 

)  might  always  have  the  fame  Occafion  for  Rejoy- 

Cing  ill  them,  he  prays  for  their  continual  Impcove- 

ment  in  the  Knowledge  of  God  ,•  of  this  Knowledge 

^.whieh  they  had  already  received,  he  repeats  unto 

-them  the  Sum,  and  briefly  explains  the  Myftery  of 

I  their  Redemption,  which  was  Chrifi  in  them,    \  the 

^bope  of  Glory  ^  jvbom  he  preached^  warning  every  Man, 

^and  teaching  every  Man  in  all  Wifdom^  that  he  might  prje-^ 

>Jent  every  Man  perfeii  in  Chrifi   Jefus.     And   to  this 

|:End  it  is  tliat  he  ufes  the  Words  of  the  Text. 

I*     As  ye  have  therefore  received  Chrifi  Jefus  the  Lord,  fo 

ipalkje  in  him  ;  rooted  and  built  up  in  him^  andfiablifjed 

Tfft  the  Faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught ,  abounding  therein 

"f^ith  Thanksgiving. 

}     With  this  Exhortation,S.PW  hopes  to  prefervethe 

ICcrf^^^cJUj  Sound  in  the  Faith,'nordo  I  knowhowlcan 

Jbctter  conclude  the  Work  of  my  Miniftry  among  you, 

than  by  preffing  upon  you  the  feveral  Parts  of  this 
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loiportatit  Advice,-  having,  I  blcfs  God,  a  grcar 
deal  of  tha*Grouitd  which  St.  Paul  had  to  go  upon, 
fr©m  the  Opportunities  given  me  of .  |1  hehoUifig your 
Order,  and  the  many  Signs  of  tbtjedf^finefs  of  your 
Faith  in  Chrifi. 

I.  As  ye  have  thcrefoi^  received  Cbrift  Jefus  tbeLort  ^ 

fo  walk  ye  in  bim.     As  ye  have  eiVibraced  the  true' 

Do^Sirine  of  Chrift,  and  confented  to  take  him  for 

your  Redeemer,  Law-Giver  and  Govejnour,  look 

not  any  where  elfe   for  Salvation,  take  not  the 

Commandments  of  Men  for  his  Doarine,  nor  let 

any  other  have  the  Dominion  over  you.    It  is  he  a- 

lone  that  has  made  an  Atonement  for  your  Tranf-: 

greffions  j  it  is  he  only  that  can  Save  and  Dcftroy, 

and  has  all  Power  given  unto  him  in  Heaven  and 

Earth,     *  No  Man   may  deliver  his  Brother,  nor 

make  an  Agreement   to  God  for  him,  for  it  coft 

inoi'e;,to  redeem  your  Souls ;    therefore  ye  muft  lee 

that  alone  for  ever,  and  lay  hold  on  the  Hope  fet 

before  you  in  Chrift,  It  is  he  who  has  made  known 

Unto  you  the  Will  of  his  Father,  who  fends  you  his 

Spirit  to  lead  and  aflift  you,  and  whom  ye  cxped 

hereafter  to  judge  the  Quick  and  the  Dead. 

As  ye  have  therefore  received  him  under  all  thefc 
Advantages,  and  entertained  this  Perfuafion  of  him^ 
fo  walk  ye  in  him,  and  take  bim  for  your  Light  and 
your  Guide,  and  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  go-j 
eth,  for  he  is  t  ^^^  f^^/,  ^^^  Tmlhy  and  the  Life,  an^f 
iheie  is  no  Occafion  oi  ftumbling  in  him.  His  Law 
is  clear,  and  his  Example  is  perfed,  fo  that  you  can- 
not but  lee  your  Path,  and  muft  needs  know  how  to 
order  your  Goings.  ^-         ,     ,  .* 

'^  Ke  that  laich  Tie  abideth  in  Chrift,  ought  him-, 
felf  aUo  fo  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked.  That  was  the 
End  for  which  you  received  him,  not  the  bare  Con^ 
. , ^ — -r — r-^*^ ' • 

tern- 
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^emplation  of  thofe  Myfteries  that  were  difcovered 
in  him,  but  the  Obfervance  of  thofe  Laws  he  pre- 
fcribed,  and  the  Imitation  of  the  Pattern  he  fet.  It 
is  this  muft  make  your  Faith  fpoken  of  throughout 
the  World  to  any  Advrantage,  and  that  muft  give 
you*  the  Comfort  and  Benefit  of  it;  without  this  it 
will,  by  Degrees,  grow  languid  and  weak,  and  you 
will  not  be  able,  long,  to  hold  faft  fo  much  as  your 
very  Profeffion. 

As  therefore  you  value  that  Meafure  of  Faith  you 
have  already  attained,  and  would  fecure  the  Hopes 
you  have  founded  upon  it,  fo  walk  in  him  on  whom 
you  believe;  let  all  your  Motions  proceed  from  his 
Spirit,  and  keep  your  felves  always  under  the  Con- 
duct: and  Influence  of  it.  ||  And  this,  I  fay,  left  a- 
ry  Man  fliould  beguile  you  with  enticing  Words  • 
left  by  any  Means,  *  as  the  Serpent  beguiled  Eve 
through  his  Subtilty,  your  Minds  ftiould  be  corrup- 
ted from  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Chrift. 

II.  To  prevent  this,  be  ye,  as  the  Apoftle  goes  on 

to  advife.  Rooted  and huilt  up  in  him  •  Let  him  be  the 
Ground  you  work  upon,  and  let  all  your  Thoughts 
take  fuch  deep  Root  in  him,  that  your  Hearts  may 
be  fixed,  and  your  Minds  may  receive  Nburifhment^ 
from  him,  and  you  may  grow  up  into  him  in  all  < 
Things,  '\  from  whom  all  the  Body^fy  Joynts  and  Bands ^ 
having  jNcurijhment  min^firedj  increafeth'  with  the  Increaje 
of  God ;  or,  if  I  may  vary  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  Metaphors 
to  one  of  a  nearer  Analogy  to  the  fecond.  Be  ye 
founded  and  hulk  up  in  him  ;  let  him  be  the  Rock  or^ 
which  you  begin  to  build  up  your  felves,  forafmuch 
as  fi  other  Foundation  c^n  lio  Manlay  than  that  which-  is 
laid  J  n^hich  is  Jefiis  Chriji.  They  of  the  Church  of 
Ro7?je^  indeed,  would  perfuade  you,  that  Jcfus  Chrift 
himfelf  has  laid  another  Foundation,  and  declared 

WCif.  i.  4,     '^  ;►  Cor.  II,  ;;    ^ Oip,  z,  i^j,    !1  r  Cor,  3.  u 
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"^  SuJPeter  to  be  that  Roek^  upbh  whom  bu  G4li?rch 
was  to  be  fouridcd  and  built  j  t  But  let  no  Mi^n  de- 
ceive you  intofuch  a  Senfe  of  that  Scripture,a5  eVeti 
th^ir  own  Interpreters  ||  are  by  no  Means  agreed  in, 
and  fuch  a  one  as  will  by  no  means  agree  wilh  i^O 
reft  ofthe  Scriptyre. 

St.  Paul  is  exprcfly  againft  it  in  thofe  Woi-ds  to 
the  Corinthians^  which  I  juft  now  mentioned  ;  and 
to  the  Epm/ians  he  fays.  *  fVf  are  built  upon  tbt  Fpun^ 
dation  of  the  Jpofiles  and  Prophets y  Jefus  Chrifi  hiffifelf 
being  the  chief  Corner  Stone  y  in  wbonSy  i.e.  in  Cbrift^  ai 
the  Building  fitly  frawed  together;  grcoi^etb  into  an  Holjf 
Temple  in  the  Lord.  And  that  you  may  not  think 
St.  Paul\ds  favourable  to  St.  P^r^r  in  this  Point, 
than  he  oufht  to  be,  upon  the  Account  of  any  Dif- 
ference that  had  been  between  them,  take  St.  Peter\ 
own  Account  of  this  Matter,  t  ^ffo  be,  feys  he,  you 
hOi'VB  t.^Jled  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  to  whom  coming  as 
unto  a  Livingstone  y  difdlowed  indeed  of  Men  y  but  chofen 
cf  God  and  precious ^  ye  alfo  as  lively  Stones  are  built-up  a 
Spiritual  Houfe-"  Wherefore  alfo  it  is  contained  in  the  'Scri^ 
pture^  Behold  Hay  in  Sion  a  cHef  Corner  Stone y  eleSfy  pre» 
isicusy  and  he  that  bdievetb  in  him  fl^all  not  be  confounded. 
Unto  you  therefore  ij/hich  believCyhe  is  preciotss ybut  to  them 
^hich  be  difohedienty  the  Stone  which  the  Builders  difaU 
lowed,  the  fan:e  is  made  the  Head  of  the '  Corner y  and  a 
Stone  of  S tumbling y  and  a  Reck  of  Offence  to  them  which 
Jfumble  at   the  Word  (|.     And    our  Saviour    himfelfi 

*  Mut.  \6.  II. 

I  JPignitates  enim  fuas  Veus  Urgitur  aliis^  facerdos  efl  i^  facit 
facer  dotes .  Vetra  eft  (<r  l?etram  facit.  Cit.  ad  Par,  Art,  de  Ecclefia.'^ 
Catholici  docent  bacmetaphora  fignificari  Vetro  effs  commiffum  Regi- 
men totius  Ecclefm  0*  pdcipue  circa  fidem.  Bellar,  de  Rom.  Pfl». 
Cap.xi. 

II  Super  banc  Vetram  j  fuper  htncfidei  foliditatem,  Clarius  in  tec. 
Non  enim  dixit  ChriSluS'-'-^  fuper  te  ixdruam  Ecclefiam  meam,  fpqui-  . 
dim  dehile  effet  fundamentum^—^  Sed  fuper  banc  petramy  hoc  eQ  iih 
coneuffam  banc  fidem,  Jp,  Arboremin  toe. 

fpeakii^ 
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fpeakin^  of  himfelf,  fays,  ovho/hever  [haO  fall  en  this 
Stone  jhall  be  broken y  but  on  whomfoever  it  fijall  fall^  it 
jhall grind  him  to  Vowder.  The  oaly  way  then  for 
you  to  be  fafc,  is  to  believe  and  reft  on  this  chief 
Corner  Stone,  but  not  fo  to  reft,  as  to  do  nothing 
there,  no  Foundation  being  laid  for  it  felf,  but  for 
the  fake  of  fomething  to  be  ereded  upon  it.  fiulld 
therefore  your  felves  on  this  Rock,  and  there  is  no 
Danger  of  your  being  removed :  for  to  you  that  be- 
lieve he  will  ever  be  precious,  and  a  great  SeiQurity 
to  you  againfttheWaves  and  Storms  ot  a  troublefome 
World.  It  is  your  Wifdom  there  to  be  grounded  in 
him,  it  is  your  Support,  and  Comfort, and  Stay:  and 
look  where  you  will  you  will  never  find  any  other 
firm  Foundation  for  it. 

But  then  to  fecure  the  Benefit  of  it,you  muft  take 
hted  how  you  build  thereupon  ,•  for  |)  if  any  bmid 
upon  this  Foundation y  Gold^  Silver ^  precious  Stones ^  Wood, 
Hay^  Stubbley  be  it  what  it  will,  every  Mans  Work 
fljall  be  mademanifefi  of'ivhatfort  it  is  ;  and 'if  any  Mans 
Work  abidcy  ^hicb  he  hath  built  thereupon^  be  (hall  receive 
a  Reward  ^  but  if  any  Man^s  Work  Jhall  be  burnt ^  he  (hall 
fuffer  Lojsy  yet  he  bimfelf  Jhall  efcapCy  yet  fo  as  by  Fire  • 
that  is,  he  (hal!  hardly  efcape.  You  cannot  build 
any  thing  upon  this  Foundation,  that  is  unfuitable 
to  it,  but  it  muft  in  fome  Meafure  weaken  it,  tho' 
every  thing  that  is  wrong,  is  not  of  equal  Prejudice 
to  it.  Some  Opinions  undermine  it  directly,  and 
others  hinder  it,  indifferent  Degrees,  from  anfwer- 
ing  the  Ends  for  which  it  was  laid  ;  as  they,  t  who 
faid  the  Refurre(5lion  was  palTed  already,  did,  by  that 
Means,  overthrow  the  Faith  of  fome,  and  others 
were  in  Danger  of  being  beguiled  ^f  their  Reward, 
*  in  a  voluntary  Hiimility  and  Worftiipping  of  An- 
gels, thro'  Mens  intruding  into  thofe  Things  which 

il   I  Cor.  3.  u.    ta'Kwj.  2.xS,     *C«/.i,i?. 
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they  had  not  feen,  vainly  puffed  up  in  their  Flefhly 
Minds. 

This  Difcrimination  appears  from  that  Place  t( 
Sit.Jude^  which  feems  to  carry  a  pretty  near  Rela- 
lion  to  the  other  of  St.  Paul,  as  being  alfo  a  Caution 
againft  thofe  that  corrupted  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift. 
'i'Biit  ye.  Beloved  J  fays  he,  building  up  yvwt  fehes  in  your 
fno(l  Holy  Faith,  fraying  in  the  Holy  Ghcji,  keif  your  [elves 
in  the  Love  of  God,  and  of  fome  han;e  CompaJJion^  making 
a  Difference^  others  fave  with  Fear^  fulling  them  oat  of 
the  Fire. 

In  thefe  Words  ye  have  a  Rule  how  to  keep  your 
felves  Right,  and  how  to  order,  your  Condud  to- 
ward thofe  that  may  Err :  And  indeed,  the  fame 
Chiirge  that  direds  your  Compaffion  to  others,  in 
Confideratlon  of  the  hazardous  State  they  are  in,di- 
reds  you,  acthe  fameiiaie,  to  take  care  that  you  do 
not  run  into  that  Danger  your  felves  j  bur,  as  the 
Apoftle  goes  on  in  that  Place,  that  you  hate  even 
the  Garmfifits  fpottedby  the  Flefhi  that  is,  that  you 
abhor  every  thing  that  is  Evil,  and  avoid  all  Appear- 
ance of  ic,  and  vi^hatever  Doctrines  may  tend  to  en* 
courage  ic,and  cleave  to  that  which  is  Good.  ||That 
you  neither  fuffer  your  Eyes  ro  fleep,  nor  your  Eye- 
lids to  fluniber,-  neither  the  Temples  of  your  Heads 
ro  take  ar>y  Relb,  till  you  have  found  out  a  Place  iji 
your  felvcs  for  the  Temple  of  toe  Lord,  an  Habita- 
rion  ior  the  mighty  God  oi  Jacob.  That  you  remove 
every  unclean  Tbjng,  and.whatever  ic  pleafeth  not 
God  ro  dwell  with^  ibaL  there  be  an  Harmony  and 
Conliffency  iii  all  that  youprofefs  to  believe,  and  in 
all  that  you  do  ,•  that  '^  ail  the  Building  fitly  framed 
together,  and  co^r^ipaAed  by  that  which  eveiy  Joint 
fupplieth^  may  grow  unco  an  Holy  Temple  in  the 
Lord,  and  you  may  become  fit  Habitations  for  God 
thro'  the  Spirir. 

III,  To 
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III.  To  this  End  take  care,  Mcording  to  the  fal- 
lowing part  of  rhe  Apoftle's  Advice,  to  be  fiabli[hs4 
:  the  Faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught.  Suffer  not  your 
ffelves  to  be  eafily  removed  from  that  Faith  which 
you  have  received,  and  wherein  you  ftand  i  be  not 
tolTed  to  and  fro  with  every  Wind  of  Dodtrine,  by 
theSiight  of  Men  and  cunning  Craft,  |;  wheieby 
they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive  j  but  fpeak  ihe  Trute  ia 
I.ove,  and  ||hold  faft  the  ProYeffion  of  your  Faith, 
without  wavering  i  affuiing  yourfelves,  that  he  is 
faithful  who  has  promifed,and  that  if  ye  fuffer  your 
felves  to  doubt  of  this,  after  you  have  once  believ- 
ed, you  will  be  ever  learning,  and  never  able  tocome 
to  che  Knowledge  cf  the  Truth. 

If  the  Diiputes  that  are  ambng  Chriftians  do  at  ^- 
ny  time  fliock  you,  confider  with  your  felves,  that  it 
has  always  been  fo,  and  that  there  is  nothingin  Re- 
ligion fo  plain,  which  has  not  at  one  time  or  other, 
thio'  the  Corruptions  ot  Men,  been  warmly  difpu- 
ted  f  that  the  Faith  of  the  Gofpel  has  made  its -way 
thro"  all  thefe  Difadvantages ;  and  that  many  of  the 
Queftions  which  trouble  the  World,  do  not  concern 
the  Foundation  of  Faith.  If  any  fliould  offer  to 
preach  any  other  Gofpel,  than  that  in  which  you 
have  been  fully  inftruc9:ed,you  know  how  you  ought, 
or  rather  how  you  ought  norto  receive  him.  Had 
you  been  bred  up  in  Ignorance^  and  was  every  thing 
in  this  kind  that  could  be  propofed  to  you  equally 
new,  you  might  more  excufably  doubt  which  you 
ought  to  prefer  of  the  feveral  Opinions  that  fall  in 
your  way  :  But  when  you  have  known  the  Scri- 
ptures from  C  hildren,  and  have  heard  all  the  Argu- 
ments fo^  their  Authority  fo  often  repeated, and  have 
fett  the  Weight  and  Cogency  ol  them,  you   cannot 
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Call  the  main  Things  in  Qaeftion  again.without  futf 
ning  the  Hazard  of  doubting  infinitely,  and  being! 
a^lways  unfetftled. 
■'   Klot  thatydu,  or  any  other  Chriftians,  are  bound 
^fe  take  all  you  Hear  from  thofe  that  minifter  to  you 
without  mdre  ado  ;  We  oi  this  Church  o\   England] 
pretend  to  nd  fiich  Authority  ^  you  are  indeed  ta 
be  Followers  of  us,  as  we  are  of  Chnft,  but  noTar* 
ther   than  thar^  and  you  are   doubtlefs  to  judge^ 
Whether  we  exceed  our  Commiflion  or  no.     But  a 
Commiflion  it  is  certain  we  have^  to  preach  thfe 
Gofpel  which  is  delivered  unto  you,  and  i^hich  you 
are  to  regard  :  ^  Not  for  that  we  have  Dominion  d*^ 
ver  your  Faith,  but  are   Helpers  of  your  Joy  ;  tor 
by  your  own  Faith  no  doubt  you  muft  ftaxKi,  t  tho* : 
Vire  are  Minifters  by  whom  ye  believe. 

Cffd  we  pretend  to  impofe  any  Articles  upon  you, 
which  were  not'-fully  contained  in  the  Scripturei, 
aSihe  Church  of  R^^we,  by  her  Pbwer,  has  attempc- 
ed  to  do  ;  it  would  not  be  ftrange,  if  you  did  not 
otily  with- hold  your  Confent  from  fuch  Impofitioni, 
but  were  alfo  tempted  to  think  we  deceived  you 
in  every  thing  el(e  ,•  and  your  being  fo  caught, 
might  very  well  tend  to  the  fliaking  your  Faith, 
inftead  of  confirming  you  in  it.  But  when  the  Scri- 
ptures are  made  the  Kule  of  our  Preaching,  and  tb^ic 
with  which  you  are  deiired  to  compare  what  wc 
fay  j  having  the  great  Truths  of  the  Gofpel  iii  th|s' 
manner  inculcated,  cannot  but  be  a  great  Mearis 
of  fettling  your  Perfuafion  of  them,  as  it  is  a  great 
Obligation  upon  you  to  flrand  faft  in  the  Faith. 

And  therefore,  for  your  better  Eftablilhment  in 
it,  tAke  care,  that  if  poffible,  you  be  never  fo  anuch 
as  tempted  to  think  you  may  fafely  ||  hold  the  Truth 
in  Unrtghteoufnefs^  or  allow  your  felvesin  any  Ini^ui- 

*  z  Cor.  ».  2^,       t"  I  Cor.  3.  j,      11  Km^  u  18. 
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fy,  confiftenriy  enough  with  what  you  believe:  for 
as  God  is  of  puicr  Eyes  than  to  behold  Iniquity  with 
the  leaft  Approbation  ;  fo  the  Faith  that  is  preach* 

^  -ed  uato  you,  admits  of  no  fuch  Mixture  as  this,  nor 
can  you  sdmit  it  without  corrupting  irDmediatcly, 
arid  in  a  little  time  deftroyingyoup  Faith.  For  eve- 
ry thing  of  this  kind  eateth  as  a  Canker,  and  onc^ 
isntertained,  will  fuffer  no  Principles  to  live  long, 
that  are  oppofite  to  it.  Thus  was  the  Chtlftian 
Faith- among  many  corrupted  ^nd  loft  at  firft  j  and 
the  fame  Ingredients  are  the  Bane  of  it  in  othisrs  ac 
this  very  Day. 

^  But  ye  have  not  jo  learned  Chrtfi^  iffobe  that  ye  have 
heard  him,  ajsd  have  been  taught  by  him^  as  the  Truth  is 
in  yefus,  that  ye  f  up  off,  concerning  the  former  Converf(^.^ 

^  tion^^  the  Old  Many  which  is  corrupt ^  according  to  the  de^ 
ceitful  Luftsj  and  be  renewed  in  the  Spirit  of  your  Mifid$^ 
and  that  ye  fut  on  the  new  Man ^  which  after  Gcd^  is 
treated  in  Right eoufnefs  and  true  Holincfs.  Ye  may  pof- 
fibly  hearthe  Works  of  the  Flefti  fpoken  of  in  the 
World,  as   indifferent  Things  that  can  do  you  no 

^.iiurt^  but,  \  let  no  Man  deceive  you  with<vain  l^crdsj 
for  becaufe  of  thefe  things  ccmeth  the  Wrath  of  God  upe^n 
the  Children  of  Difobedience^  SLtid  ye  cannot  efcape,  if 
di?e  in  them. 

Had  ye  been  taught  to  hope  for  Pardon  and  the 
Favour  of  God,  upon  eafief'Terms,it  might  be  hard 
to  perfuade  you  to  take  the  more  difficult  way  ;  but 

''when  clean  Hands.anda  pure  Heart,  when  crucify- 
ing the  Flefii  with  the  Affedions  aad  Lufts,  have 
been  all  along  recommended  to  you,  as  the  only 
iThings  that  tould  fecure  your  Peace  ^  I  cannot  but 
hope  you  are^^and  will  be  every  Day,  more  firmly 
xftablifhed  in  your  Holy  Profeillon. 

*Efb.  4.20.      ■\E{b..!!.6,- 

When 


1 1  A  Sermon  T reached 

When  ye  firft  met  as  a  Parifti  || ,  to  worlKip 
in  this  Place  ;  other  Docftrines  indeed  began  to  be 
taugh?  ptetty  freely  about  you,  and  you  could  tiot 
but  fear,  as  the  whole  Nation  juftly  did,  the  Sup^ 
predion  of  the  Truth  of  the  Gofpel,  how  well  foc- 
ver  eftabliflied  by  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  :  But  as  it 
plcifed  God  to  fupport  and  quicken  the  Vigilanee 
and  Care  of  that  wife  and  goo<i  Paftor,  who  then 
mioiftred  to  you,  and  in  a  little  time  to  difperfe  that 
Cloud  which  was  jiift  breaking  upon  you  ;*  fo  be 
has^  by  his  Providence,  continued  the  preaching  of 
the  fame  Form  of  found  Words,  through  the  Labours 
of  thofe  who  have  fince  beenemployedin  this  Vine- 
yard, before  I  was  fent. 

I  indeed  have  been  with  you  in  much  Weakneft, 
and  fo  little  a  time,  that  I  cannot  pretend  toiiavc  ^ 
,^dded  any  thing  to  thofe  Ad/antages^  under  Which 
I  found  you  at  my  firft  coming  to  you,  I  hope  on* 
ly  that  I  have  not  impaired  them,  nor  given  you 
<3ccafion  to  think  the  worfe  of  the  Gcrfpel  for  my 
miniftfing  in  it  ;  for  thus  mych  lean  truly  fay 
with  St.  Paul,  *  that  I  have  not  walked  in  Crafti*- 
nefs,  nor  handled  the  Word  of  God  deceitfully  j 
but  by  Manifeftation  of  the  Spirit,  have  endeavour- 
ed to  commend  my  felf  to  every  Man's  Confciencc 
in  the  Sight  ofGod. 

And  the  favourable  Acceptance  which  itiy  weak 
Endeavours  have  hitheito  iound,  does  encourage 
.  me  to  go  on  to  the  End,  with  the  fame  Plainncfs  of  *^ 
Speech  I  have  all  along  ufcd  ;  and  to  prefs  the  Ex^ 
hortation  of  the  Apoftle,  that  you  w^Quld  take  care 
to  be  ftablijlied  in  the  Faith,  as  you  have  been 
taught.  Yea,  t  I  think  ic  meet,  as  iong  as  I  am  in 
this  Place,  to*  put  you  in  Remembrance  ot  thofe 
things,  though  ya- know   them,  and  be  eftablifhed* 

\\i6^S*      *aCcr.  .^.  1%      fal'f^.  i.  li.  - 
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in  the  prefent  Truth.  For  *  this  Iwijh  even  your  Tev^ 
feilion,  that  you  wmldgrow  in  Grace^  and  in  the  Know* 
UJge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and,  according  to  the 
^  laft  part  of  the  Apoftle's  Advice,  Abound  jhetein  with 
Thanksgiving. 

IV.  Let  the  Progrefs  you  hav^  already  made  be 
never  fo  gt eat,  ufe  all  your  Eruieavours  ftill  to  car- 
,.ry  it  on:  you  cannot  ftop  in  your  Chriftian  Gourfe, 
without  danger  of  lofing  a  great  deal  of  Ground, 
and  being  forced  to  begin  your  Travel  again.  Ne-^ 
ver  therefore  fo  much  as  t  think  with  your  felves 
that  you  have  already  attained,  or  are  already  per- 
fed,  but  prefs  forward  to  the  Mark  of  the  Prize  of 
your  high  Calling  in  Chrift. 

And  for  this  End,  \\  giving  all  Diligence,  add  to 
your  Faith,  Virtue  ,  and  to  Virtue,  Knowledge  ;  and  to 
Kn^vAcdge,  Tewferance  ;  and  to  Temper  ance.  Patience  j 
and  to  Patience,  Godlinefs ;  and  to  Godlinefs,  Brotherly 
.  Kindnefs  ;  and.  to  Brotherly  Kindnefs,  Charity  i  for  if 
thefe  things  be  in  you  and  abound,  they  make  you  that  ye 
Jl}^ll  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  Knowle4ge  cf 
our  Lord  J  ejus  Chrifi  ^  But  he  that  lacketb  thefe  things  ie 
blind,  and  cannot  fee  afar  off,  and  hath  forgotten  that  he 
was  purged  from  his  old  Sins. 

But  feeiBgye  p'rofefs  to  have  put  off  the  Old 
Man  with  his  Deeds,  and  to  have  put  on  the  New 
,  Man,  which  is  renewed  in  Knowledge,  after  the 
Image  of  him  thi^t  created  him,  "*"  Put  on,  as  the  ^Idi 
of  God y  Holy  and  Beloved^  Bowels  cf  Mercy,  KXdnefs, 
Humblenefs  of  Mind  ^  Meeknefs,  Lojig-fyffering^  forbear- 
rng  one  another,  and  forgiving  one.  another  ^^  if  any  Man 
have  a  parrel  againfi  any,  even  as  Chrifi  forgave,  fo 
alfodoye.  And  above  all  thefe  things,  put  on  Charity^ 
which  is  the  Bond  ofPerfe£lnefs,  and  let  the  Peace  of  God 

f  1  Cor,  13.5^,  t  PW/.  3,  l%>  I!  zt^e.M.  ^  V^f3vXz» 
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rule  in  pur  Hearts,  to  the  '^^bich  alfoye  ai^e  called  in  one 
Bb^y  'Mh  jte  tha^hfat:^  Lei  the  W(yrdpf  Chr^p  i^iJl 
ill  you  ficbJy  in  all  fVtfdo^,  teaching  Mj  ad^onijhing  o^it 
another  in  Pfalms  and  H)nmsy  and  Spiritual  Songs  ^  Jhtg^ 
ifig  v^th  Gr0te  in  yottr  Hetrti  to  tht  Lord.     And  whatfo^ 
ever  ye  do  in  Word  or  Desd^  do  all  in  the  Name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifiy  giving  Thanks  unto  God  and  the  Father 
by  hini.    GWing  THahka  unto,  Gdd  fbr  laying  the 
Foundation  of  this  Faith  in  his  Son,  aijd  I'raife  to 
his  Sbrt,  thegWat  AutHof  and  Finiflier  of  it  OiViii^ 
Tbariks  to  the  Father  and  Son  by  the  Spirit,    for  all'- 
thofc  Means  of  Grax:e  and  Hopes' of  Glory,   that 
hal^e  befenlet  fo  freely  before  you  ;  and  particularly 
For  that  ftncdre  Miniftry  of  the  Wofd|  of  which  yoii 
ha<re  in  this  Chtirch  breCn'  the  hapfiy  Partakers. 

For  I  cannot  but  think  that  you  account  it  your 
Happinefs,  that  the  Gofpel  of  Ghrift  has  been 
preached  among  yod,  artd  that  you  4re  fenfible, 
that  in  all  Appearance,  it  had  never  come  to  your 
Knowledge,  if  particular  Perfons  had  not  from  the 
Beginnirig  been  fet  apartfor  this  Purpdfe,  arnd  that 
it  would  be  foon  loft  among  you  agiiri,  without 
the  Gontihuance  of  Itich  a  ProVifio/i. 

I  cannDt  eafily  imagine  that  any  oFyou  fhould' 
be  fo   far  afFeded  with  thofe  Seofts  that  may  have' 
been  too  often  thrown  upon  fuch  as  ferved  ifi  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift,  as  to  fancy  the  State  ofthe  World 
Wou  d  be  better,  if  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a 
Minifter  in  it.    Nay,  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that 
they  among  you,  whom  it  has  pleafed  God  to  blefs 
with  the  greaceft  Meafures  of  Wifdom  and  Good- ' 
nefs,  are  confcious  of  their  having  received  no  fmall' 
part  of  this  Bleffed  Increafe,  from  tjlat  TreaFure 
which  has  here  been  held  out  to  yoij^  in  Earthen ' 
VeiFels  indeed,  that  the  Excellency  might  be  of 
God,  and  not  of  Us.     And  I  cannot  doubt,  but  t|^t 
all  of  you  are  thankful  for  thofe  Opporcunicies  you 
haye  had  of  worHiipging  God  in  this  Place^  and  b?- 
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ing  informed  of  his  Will,  and  ftirred  bp  to  the  Ob- 
fcrvance  of  it :  and  that  you  are  pairicularly  ktyfi- 
blc  of  thofe  fignal  Inftances  of  his  Providence,  by 
which  the  free  Gourfeof  the  Gofpel  is  continued  a- 
mongft  you,  without  the  Mixture  of  Humane  Ad- 
dition$« 

As  it  is  meet  for  me  to  think  this  of  you  all,  fo 
that  which  I  have  had  the  Pleafure  of  obferving  is,  I 
think,  a  great  Evidence  of  it.     The  numerous  and 
orderly  Affemblies  on  the  Returns  of  thefe  Days, 
and  thofe  Multitudes,   that  without  Superftition  or 
Tumult,  every  Mo^th  crowd  up  to  the  Altar  ,•  the 
good  Congregations  th'ereare  at  all  the  four  Gourfes 
of  the  Daily  Prayers ;  the  Encouragement  that  is 
given  by  thofe  who  are  advanced  in   Knowledge 
^nd  Years,  to  the  Gatechifing  of  Children,  by  a 
greater  Appearance  than  ordinary,  on  the  Days  of 
that  Exercife  ,•  the  calling  for  more  Opportunities 
of  Worfliip,  which  has  added  a  Courfe  to  the  Daily 
Service  in  one  part  of  the  Parifli^,   and  occafioned 
the  opening  o^  aNew  Chapel  in  another  f  ,•  the  kind 
Unanimity  with  which   the  Parochial  Bufinefs  has 
been  difpatched,  and  the  great  Peace  that  is  prefer- 
red by  that  means ;  in  a  Word,  that  Charity  which 
lias  influenced  all,  and  particularly  ftewn  itfelfin 
[o^  liberal  a  Diftribution  to  the  Neceflities  of  the' 
Jaints,  and  the  Care  of  their  poor  Children,  as  to 
encourage  an  Addition  to  the  Number  of  thofe  that 
vere  formerly  taught,  are  to  me  fo  many  Marks  of 
Ijfour  prof ejfcd  Sub  jetton  to  the  Gofpd  ofChrtfi. 

An  d  *  /  fray  that y6ur  Low  may  abo$tnd  fet  more  and^ 

^ore^   in   Wijdom^    and  in  all  Judgmmt  •   that  you  fnaf 

f prove  things  that  are  excellent ^    that  you  may  bejincere, 

nd  without  Offence  to  the  the  Day  ofChrifi.     For  tho* 

have  no  more  immediate  Duty  among  you,  i  God 

I  '  V  forya 
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forbid  that  IjhouU  Sin  again ^  God  in  ceafing  to  pray  for 
yoH  I  but  as  I  have  taken  the  beft  Care  I  .was  able^ 
c6^mow  you  the  good  and  the  right  Way,  fa  I  can- 
not but  pray  that  ye  may  walk  in  it. 

11  For  this  Caufe  I  bow  my  Knees  unto  the  Father  of  ^r 
Lord  ycffis  Chrifi^  of  whom  the  whnle  Family  in  Heaven 
and  Earth  is  Hamed  ;  that  he  would  grant  you  according 
to  the  Riches  cf  bis  Glory  ^  to  be  ftrengthnedwith  Might  by 
his  Spirit  in  the  Inner  Man  j  that  Chrifl  may  dwell  in 
your  Hearts  by  Faith  ;  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in 
Love  J  way  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  Saints,  what 
is-  the  Breadth,  and  Length,  and  Depth,  and  Height h^ 
and  to  know  the  Love  of  Chrifl,  which  paffetb  Knowledge, 
that  ye  may  be  filled  with  all  the  Fulnefs  of  God.  *  And 
the  very  God  of  Peace  fanclifie  you  wholly,  and  I  pray 
God-your  whole  Spirit,  and  Soul,  and  Body,  be  preferved 
blamelejs,   unto  the  Coming  of  our  Lontjefus  Chrlfi. 

•J  No7v  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
and  to  frefent  you  Faultlefs  before  the  Prefence  cfhis 
Glory  with  exceeding  Joy  •  to  the  only  wife  God  cm 
Saviour,  be  Glory  and  Majefiy,  Dominion  and 
Power,  now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 


ii  Eph.  3. 14.      *  X  Thef.  ^  23,       ifude  14. 
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